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Welcomeo the spring issue!

In the first issue of our magazine for 2008,
we bring you reports on just a few of the
many and varied projects throughout
Northern Ireland and the border counties
of Ireland to have received funding from
either the European Uniones Programme
for Peace and Reconciliation or the
INTERREG IIIA Programme. Collectively
they offer an insight into how these
EU-funded projects are contributing

to the lives, communities or businesses
of the individuals involved.

Read about a newly-opened multi-sports
facility in Ballyshannon, County Donegal;
the Scripture Uniones border counties
project working with young people;

the first successful year of the Museum
of Free Derry; and the Automatic
Identification Systems Project, improving
safety and communications at sea.

On other pages we highlight a number
of dynamic community development
initiatives taking place, which include:
seminars at the newly opened Groundwork
NI Regeneration Resource Centre, the
establishment of a new city-wide and
inclusive Belfast Conflict Resolution
Consortium and the Communities
Connect cross-border project, working
with a wide variety of groups.

Within the News & Info section, keep
up-to-date with developments on

the roll-out of the new PEACE Ill and
INTERREG IVA Programmes, as well
as finding out about other funding
opportunities available from the
Territorial Co-operation Programmes.

In our Real Life Interview series we talk
to vet, Dr Jo McKelvie, who established
her successful clinical research business
with help from the cross-border Border
Innovation Gateway (BIG) pre-incubation
programme. We also spoke to Mike
Moloney to find out more about the
innovative Longabbey Film Project,

he runs for ex-offenders.

The magazine is also available to view
online at www.seupb.org/pub_corp.htm

We welcome feedback from readers on
the magazine and also your input on the
content of future issues. Please send us
your project suggestions and contact
details via email to update@seupb.eu

Enjoy reading Your EU!
Roger Hope
Editor



The Special EU Programmes Body is a North/South Implementation Body sponsored by the Department of Finance and Personnel
in Northern Ireland and the Department of Finance in Ireland. The Body was established on 2 December 1999, under the Agreement
between the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the Government of Ireland

(8 March 1999) establishing implementing bodies.

The Special EU Programmes Bodyes principal function is to provide the Managing Authority and Joint Technical Secretariat functi ons
for the PEACE Ill and INTERREG IVA Territorial Co-operation Programmes (2007-2013). It also has a signposting and supporting rde
for projects wanting to engage with the INTERREG IVB Transnational and INTERREG IVC Inter-regional Programmes.




European Territorial
Co-operation funding will

be available to transnational
and inter-regional projects
throughout the European Union
from the INTERREG IVB
and IVC Programmes. These
Programmes (the successor
to INTERREG III) will run
over the period 2007-2013.

The funding of 800 million from
these programmes will be in
addition to the funding available
from PEACE Il (1333 million)
and INTERREG IVA ( 256
million), managed by the Special
EU Programmes Body.

Playing a role in encouraging
North/South participation in

EU programmes other than
the PEACE and INTERRG IIIA
programmes it manages, the
Special EU Programmes Body
hosted an information seminar
in the Armagh City Hotel on 5
February to explain these new
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European wide co-operation
opportunities.

More than one hundred

key organisations and
representatives involved in
regional development attended.
They were given an overview
of the programmes in the new
programming period relevant
to Northern Ireland and the
Border Region of Ireland.

Projects from our region are
eligible to apply for funding
from three INTERREG IVB
Programmes - the Atlantic
Area, North West Europe,

and the Northern Periphery
Programmes - and the
INTERREG IVC Programme.
The overall aim of INTERREG
IVB is to promote a higher degree
of territorial integration that
would achieve sustainable

and balanced development
across the EU and neighbouring
countries, whilst IVC focuses

on the dissemination of best
practices as a means of
improving the effectiveness
of regional and local policies.

Gerry Finn from the BMW
Assembly, who is the National
Contact Point in Ireland for
the Atlantic Area Programme
and the Northern Periphery
Programme, spoke at the
information seminar.

Representatives from
organisations which have
benefited from projects funded
by the previous INTERREG IIIB
and IlIC programmes also
presented at the seminar. They
included Laura Leonard of
Belfast City Council, Richard
Watson from Marble Arch Caves,
Fermanagh, and Rocio Rubio
Centeno of ERNACT.

Pat Colgan, Chief Executive
of the Special EU Programmes
Body, said: sWhilst many people

may be aware of the Special
EU Programmes Bodyes
responsibility in managing and
implementing the INTERREG
IVA and PEACE Il Programmes,
we also undertake a broad

role to support North/South
participation in other EU
programmes.

*These other strands of territorial
co-operation provide excellent
opportunities for Northern
Ireland and the Border Region
of Ireland and we are pleased
to be able to inform and advise
potential applicants of their
availability.Z

To find out more about
transnational co-operation
opportunities, contact the
Special EU Programmes Body:
INTERREG IVB/IVC Manager,
Teresa Lennon,

+44 (0)28 90266 6660:
www.seupb.org/transinter.htm

Projects part-financed byEhspean Unior-



The Centre for Cross Border
Studies and Co-operation
Ireland have come together
to organise a conference

in Dundalk on 12-13 June
with the title OCross-border
co-operation as part of the

Northern Irish Peace Process:

Some Lessons for EuropeO.

The aim of this conference will
be to disseminate the positive
lessons learnt from North-South
Co-operation in Ireland over the
past decade - and in particular
from European Union PEACE
and INTERREG-funded projects
- to a wider European audience.
At least half of the conference

What future for Mediation?
Building relationships and
getting results

The second European
Mediation Conference, a

joint initiative of Mediation
Northern Ireland and the
Scottish Mediation Network,
takes place at the Waterfront
Hall in Belfast 10-12 April.

It opens on the 10th anniversary
of the internationally mediated
Belfast Agreement - a significant
pointin Northern IrelandOs peace
process.

The conference theme is *building
relationships and getting resultse.
It draws on work in many critical
international situations and with
particular reference to the recent
experience in Northern Ireland.
It has attracted international
experts who will talk about the

participants are expected to
come from continental Europe.

The conference will be opened
by the Irish Minister for Foreign
Affairs, Dermot Ahern TD, and
a Northern Ireland Minister.

increasing frequency with which
mediation and reconciliation

is helping to rebuild local
communities. Keynote speakers
include: former Finnish President,
Martti Ahtisaari, Special Envoy
of the Secretary-General of the
United Nations for the future of
Kosovo, and Norwegian Jan
Egeland who has been a special
adviser to the UN Secretary-
General on matters relating to
the prevention and resolution
of conflict.

The event is partly funded by
support from the Special EU
Programmes Body, the Scottish
Government, Irish Aid from the
Department of Foreign Affairs
and Belfast City Council.

For further details contact:
Andy Pollak or Patricia McAllister,
Centre for Cross Border Studies.
+44 (0)28 3751 1550;
a.pollak@qub.ac.uk /
p.mcallister@qub.ac.uk

Your EU!



New approac

It is welcome news that the
European Commission has
approved funding of 333
million for a further PEACE
Programme. This additional
funding for PEACE Il for the
2007-2013 programme period
will build on almost 995 million
provided for the 2000-2006
PEACE Programmes.

With approximately 22,000
projects supported through

the PEACE | and Il Programme,
it is a bonus to be able to look
forward to funding a further
range of exciting projects.

In order to achieve maximum
impact from the additional
funding available a new strategic
approach has been adopted
for the delivery of PEACE lIl.

The Special EU Programmes
Body will undertake the majority
of the administration of the new
Programme, with Border Action
and the Community Relations
Council also administering
aspects of the Programme.
This streamlined delivery replaces
the range of Intermediate Funding
Bodies.

This means that community
and voluntary groups can access
PEACE Il Programme funding
in a new way.

Local Councils in Northern Ireland
have formed themselves into
eight clusters and will play a

Your EU!

much more strategic part in the
delivery of PEACE IlI. The six
County Councils in the Border
Region of Ireland will have the
same role. Working in partnership
with communities, they will
develop local Peace and
Reconciliation Action Plans.

*Community and voluntary
groups wanting to influence
these Action Plans should make
direct contact with their local
Council or County Council.
Involvement in the Peace and
Reconciliation Action Plans of
the Local Council Clusters and
the County Councils will be the
easiest way in which community
and voluntary groups can access
PEACE Ill funds,Z explained
Howard Keery, Director of the
Special EU Programmes Body

Joint Technical Secretariat.

The other significant change

to the way that the PEACE I
Programme will be implemented,
compared with earlier PEACE
Programmes, is that funding will
only be provided for operations
managed by public sector (or
equivalent) bodies. These bodies
will be known as Lead Partners
and their operations may involve
a number of partner projects.

Wide-scale discussion with all
stakeholder groups had taken
place during 2006 on the drafting
of the Operational Programme
which the Member States were
to submit to the European
Commission. Over 100 written
submissions were received
and these were taken into

h for PEACE Il

account when the Operational
Programme for PEACE IlI
was drafted.

The Northern Ireland Council
for Voluntary Action and

the Community Workers
Co-operative carried out

the formal consultation

with stakeholders from the
community and voluntary
sector on behalf of SEUPB.

Following the formal
consultation, the Draft
Operational Programme for
PEACE Il was subject to formal
negotiation between the
Member States and the
European Commission.

The Commission approved

the proposed Programme

on 6 November 2007.

*We are delighted to have
received further funding from
the European Union to continue
the valuable work of PEACE |
and PEACE Il which have
funded around 22,000 projects,Z
said Howard Keery. sThanks
to EU support, Northern Ireland
and the Border Region of Ireland
have benefited significantly
over the years. This further
Programme, to be implemented
in a new way, will build on

this in the years ahead.Z

The PEACE Il Operational
Programme 2007-2013 is
available on www.seupb.eu



News & Info

First meeting of tB&TC expert group

Pat Colgan, Chief Executive
of the Special EU Programmes
Body, welcomed members

of the Managing Authority

for the Regional Operational
Programme, South East
Regional Council in the
Czech Republic to Belfast

on 15 February.

The visitors were on a study
tour of the region to learn more
of the implementation of the
programmes managed by the
BMW Assembly and the Special
EU Programmes Body. Pat

presented the delegates

with an overview of the new
PEACE Ill and INTERREG IVA
Programmes and gave an
insight into the lessons

learned in the management
and implementation of

the previous programmes.

Your EU!



With Ireland becoming an
increasingly pluralist society
and the North moving into a
new phase of political progress,
there is a pressing need for
the emerging communities

to start reaching out towards
one another.

Connecting the Communities

Communities Connect is

a cross-border community
development and peace-
building project. It works

with a wide variety of groups,
including women, people

with disabilities, displaced
persons, politically-motivated
ex-prisoners and their families,
people living in isolated rural
areas, ethnic minority groups,
victims of conflict-related
violence, refugees and
fragmented communities living
on either side of the border.

The project is part-financed by
the European Union Programme
for Peace and Reconciliation and
managed for the Special EU
Programmes Body by

Border Action.

Participants are given the space
for honest exchanges of views,
during which they can place their
own experiences alongside
those of people from the

wider world.

Nigerian-born Ekemeh
Christiana Ugonoh came to
Ireland from Poland in 2005 with
her husband and three of their
five children. A law graduate,
who has been a teacher and has
run her own business, she brings
a wealth of personal, professional
and multi-cultural experience to
her involvement with the project.

She is currently taking an
accredited Cross-border
Community Development
Award at Dundalk Institute

of Technology, a programme
written and rolled out by
Communities Connect and
the first of its kind to be run
along the border.

*| first encountered Communities
Connect when they facilitated
a Polish group we were trying
to set up in Dundalk,Z

says Christiana.

*Some of the women from

the group joined Communities
Connectss Women from
Minorities course. Then,

at a meeting held by
Communities Connect, | heard
about a course run by Training
Womenes Network in Belfast.

| applied and was successful
in being chosen.

I will be travelling to the United
States and London as part
of the programme.Z

Christiana says that
Communities Connect has
made a big difference to her life:
ol was prepared to work hard
to get a good job in Ireland

but I was unsure about what

| wanted to do. | feel that
community work is definitely
for me and through the courses
| have discovered myself

and a fulfilling career.Z

For further information contact:
Johdi Quinn, Cross Border
Community Development
Worker - johdi.quinn@dkit.ie

Image: Ekemeh Christiana Ugonoh, who is taking an accredited Cross-border Community Development award through the Communities Connpobject.

8 Spring 2008our EU!

Projects part-financed byEhspean Unior-



The Future @range

A one-year project, aimed
at informing the general
public about the traditions
and history of the Twelfth
of July celebrations in rural
areas of County Tyrone,

is now at its halfway point.

Tyrone Orange Vision sets

out to redress a number of
commonly held misconceptions
and to portray the Orange Order
in a friendly, positive manner
through a series of workshops,
open days, study visits and
cultural events.

The project was awarded
£35,090 by the European
Uniones Programme for Peace
and Reconciliation, managed for
the Special EU Programmes
Body by the Northern Ireland
Rural Development Council.

A designated office has been
set up in the Enterprise Centre
in the County Tyrone town

of Dungannon.

Ivan Duff, chairman of Tyrone
Orange Vision, treasures
nostalgic memories of the annual
Twelfth celebrations in years
gone by, when they were

enjoyed and attended by all
sections of the community.

*We may be unable to recapture
the past,Z he said, but we can
shape the future. Through this
project, we are trying hard to
promote the true aspirations of
the Orange Order in a positive,
community-friendly way.

*There is already evidence that
progress towards peace and
inclusion is being made through
work of this kind, which focuses
on shared culture and heritage.Z

During the year, Orange Halls
throughout the county are being
encouraged to open their doors
to visitors from all sections of
the community. A number of
workshops are being held to
facilitate discussion on subjects
such as the Orange Order in
the community, the 12th July
celebrations, the Orange Order
and its role in reconciliation.
Invitations to take part in cross-
border visits, festival training and
a one-day conference are being
issued to people of all political
and religious persuasions.

Project manager Beryl Knox
is a former history teacher
and learning officer with

the National Trust.

oIt is the aim of the project to
explore the role of the Orange
Order in community life and build
a wider understanding and
respect for cultural diversity,Z
she says.

*Only by sharing our culture
with people of other cultures
can we achieve greater mutual
understanding and respect.
Ignorance is the greatest barrier
to respect for cultural diversity.Z

For further information email
Beryl Knox, Project Officer:
beryl@tov2000.co.uk

Image: Piper George Crooks of the Saint Laurence OOToole pipe band, who played at an event at Tullanisken Church Hall, Newmills,
as part of the Tyrone Orange Vision project.



The new facility cost a total

of 800,000, 180,000 of

which has been financed by the
European Union INTERREG IIIA
Programme, managed for the
Special EU Programmes Body
by the INTERREG Community
Partnership. The facility is part
of the Cross-border Community
Integration through Sport project.

Community sports providers
from Counties Donegal, Tyrone
and Monaghan came together
in a cross-border initiative,
supported by their respective
local authorities. A partnership
was formed between Erne
Enterprise in Ballyshannon,
Youth Sport Omagh and the
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Clones-Erne East Partnership.
The project aims to encourage
people to learn from the
experience of others in sport and
recreation; to involve children in
sport; to help older people stay
active; to develop economies of
scale for the provision of top-class
recreational facilities in rural areas;
to complement the peace process
by breaking down social barriers;
and to develop a cross-border
model for community sport in
west Ulster.

Present at the opening by John
Boyle, Mayor of Ballyshannon,
were the famous former Republic
of Ireland goalkeeper Packie
Bonner (now Technical Director

Donegal has an excellent new sports facility, the
first in the county to be owned and managed by
the community. A huge, floodlit pitch at the Lakeside
Centre in Ballyshannon has an all-weather playing
surface and is equipped to facilitate three major

Image: Youngsters from the Aodh Ruadh GAA, Ballyshannon RFC and Erne Wanderers FC clubs share the new facility in County Donegal.

of the Football Association of
Ireland), Tom Daly, President of
the Ulster Council of the Gaelic
Athletic Association (GAA) and
David Boyd of the Irish Rugby
Football Union.

Kevin O«Connor is coach to Erne
Wanderers and a driving force
behind the establishment

of this fine facility.

«| have strong family connections
to the GAA, with my grandfather,
uncle and cousin winning All-
Ireland football medals with
Kerry and Galway,Z he says.

*| became involved in coaching
soccer when my children took

Projects part-financed byEheopean Unio.

sports - soccer, rugby and Gaelic games.

aliking to it. | believe strongly that
children should be encouraged
to try various sports in order to
keep them active throughout

as much of the year as possible.
Most will never play at the highest
level but they will grow into healthy,
broad-minded adults. We are
delighted with this new facility,
where rugby, soccer and Gaelic
players can mix regularly.Z

For further information,
contact: Jon OsNeill on
+353 (0) 87 7920302
lakesidesports@eircom.net



A city-wide approachto conflict resolution for Belfas

A unique project aimed at
engaging representatives from
BelfastOs different communities
in developing a citywide and
inclusive approach to conflict
resolution was launched in April.

Facilitated by Intercomm and
Falls Community Council, the
project is part-financed by the
European Unionss Programme
for Peace and Reconciliation
through the Belfast Local

STEMarvests

A cross-border project
responsible for training
thousands of people in
environmental management
skills has won a major award.

The Southern Group
Environmental Health
Committee (SGEHC) was
presented with a prestigious UK

Strategy Partnership.

The Belfast Conflict Resolution
Consortium is currently inviting
representatives from grassroots
community organisations from
the North, South, East and West
of the city to become involved
together in the project.

*This citywide approach is a first
and it is a big step - one of the
biggest in intercommunity work

National Training award at

a ceremony in London, in
recognition of its management
of the STEM Project.

A team of six graduates
underwent training as
professional environmental
specialists. In turn, they trained
over 8,000 staff members of

to come about,Z said Liam
Maskey, Intercomm
Chief Executive.

Joe Marley, Senior Community
Development Officer with
Intercomm who s facilitating

the project commented: The
forum will focus on shared
issues identified by the people
involved that affect working class
communities across Belfast. We
plan to prioritise these and work

on joint problem solving - and

to share information and best
practice. We want to move

from fire-fighting and crisis
management to developing a
more strategic approach. Longer
term, we also hope to develop an
effective lobbying body to help
shape policies that can impact
on these areas.Z

www.intercommbelfast.com

top training awa

local businesses and councils
in environmental management.

The STEM Project received
£1.5 million in EU funding
through the INTERREG IIIA
Programme, managed for the
Special EU Programmes Body
through the East Border Region
INTERREG IIIA Partnership.

The project is supported by
nine cross-border councils.

For further information
contact: Eileen Campbell,
Project Manager,
e.campbell@sgehc.com
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Longabbey

Film Project



Moloney certainly fits effortlessly into just about any social

or geographical situation. For the past ten years he has been
the driving force behind Prison Arts Foundation, working
closely with the inmates of Northern IrelandOs three prisons.

A talented performer and teacher, Moloney came to Northern Ireland
in 1981 and taught drama at a Belfast college of further education.
In 1984, he co-founded Belfast Community Circus, one of the cityes
most innovative performing arts organisations.

When the offer of the job with Prison Arts Foundation came through,
he was in Sarajevo with his friend and BCC co-founder Donal
McKendry, setting up a circus school in the aftermath of the

war in another troubled city.

He believes passionately in the arts as a medium for change, a
philosophy he has brought to the Longabbey Project, a 25-week film
school for ex-offenders, run in conjunction with the Educational
Shakespeare Company and the Axis/Extern organisation.

Main Image:

| am constantly having to argue against the criticism that too much
money and too many resources and opportunities are devoted to
people inside the prisons, in contrast to those afforded to people
in the outside world,Z he says.

*The vast majority of these individuals have never considered the
arts as having any relevance or interest to them. But in prison, they
have time on their hands and once an interest has been seeded, in
music, drama, writing, film, visual art, they discover untapped talents
and are desperate to learn more.

*Ultimately, society benefits. These guys are released into the world
armed with new knowledge, new skills, new horizons. The last thing
they want to do is go back inside.Z

The Longabbey Project is part-financed by the European Union under
the Programme for Peace and Reconciliation, managed for the
Special EU Programmes Body by PROTEUS.

Six men from a variety of social and educational backgrounds came
together to write, produce, direct and act in short films, based on
their own experiences of difficult subjects like addiction, domestic
violence, alcoholism, suicide, mental illness and imprisonment.
The results are astonishing and the feedback from the

participants overwhelmingly positive.

*What we are doing, through the arts, is seeking to recalibrate
moral compasses that have gone skewiff,Z says Moloney.

*My job is similar to that of an encyclopedia salesman. | go knocking
on doors offering a wealth of knowledge that people can look at and
consider signing up for. From their active involvement in the film
project, the guys have received a qualification in Active Citizenship,
which will help enhance their self-esteem and enable them to make
valuable individual contributions towards local, national and global
communities.Z

For further information contact Mike Moloney on:
mike@prisonartsfoundation.com T: 028 9024 7872



National civil rights archives housed in

Museum of Free Derry

The Museum of Free Derry, in
the heart of the city's Bogside,
has been open for a little over
a year. Spearheaded by the
Bloody Sunday Trust, the
project was part-financed
through the European UnionOs
Peace Programme, managed
for the Special EU Programmes
Body by the Northern Ireland
Tourist Board and Derry City
Council. The Museum, a unique
living history project, is already
firmly established as a top local
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attraction for visitors from
around the world - and for
local people too.

*The first year has been
fantastic,Z commented Adrian
Kerr, Manager of the Museum.
sVisitor numbers have been
much higher than we had hoped
for. In the month of January alone
wesve recorded visits by people
from 26 different countries. But,
more importantly, the visits have
a tremendous impact on people.

They report that they are
leaving with a much deeper
understanding of the subject.Z

The Museum houses an ever-
growing archive focusing on the
civil rights era of the 1960s and
the Free Derry/early Troubles era
of the 1970s, including Bloody
Sunday. A permanent exhibition
of a fraction of the archive is on
display. Information notes have
been translated and are available
in nine languages.

*The Museum also gives people
access to this important archive
for research purposes. For
example, we are hosting more
and more school visits. We would
like to add more classroom and
research space to our facilities
and are already developing plans
for expansion. We would also like
to have a space where people
can sit and reflect quietly on what
theyeve seen before leaving,Z
Adrian explained.

The comments below of visitors
to the museum are typical of the
reactions expressed by many:
*Thank you very much for
your struggle. The world
is watching.Z (Sweden)
\Very powerful and
emotional.Z (Belfast)
«Overwhelming.Z (USA)
*A shocking and sad
experience.Z (Germany)
+A not too unfamiliar story.Z
(South Africa)
«This is the peopless place.Z
(Derry)

Reflecting on the role the
Museum plays, Adrian said: sThe
Museum is an important move
towards reconciliation. People
have very different perceptions
of history in the North. To think
that we can give one definitive
version is impossible, but to let
people share their own versions
and work towards acceptance
of otherse versions is what we
are aiming at here.Z

For more information visit:
www.museumoffreederry.org

*
* X x_ PEACE

Projects part-financed byEheopean Unio-



New cross-bordé&P Out-of-Hours Services

Thanks to the GP Out-of-Hours
pilot project operating in two
areas along the border, people
can now access urgent GP
services across the border
which are closer to their home.

The new service was developed
by a cross-border Health
Services team with the support
of the Department of Health,
Social Services and Public

Safety in Northern Ireland

and the Department of Health
and Children in the Republic
of Ireland. The project was
brought on stream with funding
from the European Union
INTERREG IlIA Programme,
managed for the Special EU
Programmes Body by co-
operation and Working Together
(CAWT), the cross-border health
and social care partnership.

The first pilot scheme started
in January 2007, allowing
patients living in border areas
of Inishowen, County Donegal,
to access Northern Ireland GP
Out-of-Hour services in Derry.
The second scheme, which
began in November 2007,
enables those living in border
areas of South Armagh to avail
of urgent GP services in the
NEDOC Out-of-Hours centre

in Castleblayney, County
Monaghan.

Both pilot schemes will

be evaluated with a view to
establishing how the region
service could be extended
throughout the border region.

WWW.cawt.com
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Work completed on an
innovative project is making a
significant local and international
contribution to improving safety
and communications at sea.

The 1.4 million pilot AIS
(Automatic Identification Systems)
study was developed by
Commissioners of Irish Lights
(CIL) and funded by the European
Uniones INTERREG IlIA
Programme through the
Department of Communications,
Marine and Natural Resources
on behalf of the Special EU
Programmes Body.

*The concept of AIS is simple:
a VHF based radio system

automatically transmits
information on the identity,
position, course, speed and
other details relating to a ship,Z
explains Captain Robert Mc Cabe
of CIL. «Ship and shore stations
then receive and display that
information and use it for ship
identification, traffic management
and collision avoidance. There is
provision for additional functions,
such as messages from aids

to navigation and up-to-date
wind and wave data.

*Use of AIS is compulsory for

all ships, but through this project
information on the use of AIS has
also been made available to non-
mandatory vessels such as fishing

and leisure users.Z

The AIS project team has set
up a network of transmission
stations on buoys, beacons and
lighthouses around the coast of
the Northern area of the island of
Ireland, from Donegal to Down.
Saab of Sweden and Navielektro
of Finland were development
partners with CIL on the project.

The network receives and stores
over a million AIS messages each
day. Data received at the AIS
shore stations will provide
information on marine traffic in
the target area, which includes
the busy ports of Belfast and
Larne, as well as Lough Foyle

and Rathlin Island.

This project is an excellent
example of cross-border
co-operation,Z said Pat Colgan,
Chief Executive of Special EU
Programmees Body.

*The high volume of shipping in
the area requires extremely careful
management. The European
Uniones contribution of 1.4
million has made a significant
contribution to ensure the safe
use of the sea for commercial,
fishing and pleasure craft.Z

For information: aisproject@cil.ie
1l
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County Down entrepreneur and vet, Dr. Jo McKelvie established
her own business, Evita Services, with help from the cross-border
Border Innovation Gateway (BIG) pre-incubation programme,
designed to support innovative ideas.

Joss one-year old consultancy runs and advises on pharmaceutical
veterinary clinical trials. ¢l have been really lucky to get such a good
start and now my client base is growing fast,Z she said. «| am currently
involved with clients in quite a few European countries and the US,
with trials in the UK and Ireland.Z

Jo qualified as a vet in Glasgow and saw the opportunity for her new
business while working in the UK with Pfizer, where she oversaw
clinical trials to test safety and efficacy levels during the development
of new veterinary medicines.

Living and working in a beautiful rural setting near Gilford Jo is
delighted with the step she took in moving with her husband and
young family (and horse) back to Northern Ireland, at the end of 2006.
*Despite juggling work and family commitments, working from home
means that | get to spend more time with my husband and two small
boys and my animals.Z

Main Image:

Jo explained that in early 2007 she had spotted an advertisement
for the twelve-week business ideas development programme BIG,
just when she was finding it harder to turn her ideas into a functioning
business than she first thought. She signed up.

The BIG programme is run by Greenshoots Newry Ltd in conjunction
with the Southern Regional College and DKIT. It is part-financed by
the European Union through the INTERREG IlIA Programme, managed
for the Special EU Programmes Body by the East Border Region
INTERREG IlIA Partnership.

*The BIG programme has been invaluable to me. It made me really
focus on the opportunities open to me. | hadnst taken the time to
look at what running a business meant for me and how this would
differ from being an employee,Z she explained.

*Taking part meant that | dedicated time to go through the thought
processes linked to setting up the business in a structured and guided
way and look at what my business might look like, or what direction
it could take in the future. During the process, | discovered that there
were many more opportunities and avenues to explore in my work,
than | had previously thought about, which has opened up additional
markets for me.

*| really enjoyed being with the other BIG participants. Because

the programme is aimed at people with knowledge-based ideas
like engineering, ICT, software, renewable energy, creative and digital
media, the others were also creative thinkers and | learnt a lot from
the way they sometimes made me re-evaluate how | had been
thinking about doing things, whilst we were brainstorming.Z

Jo also found that it was a bonus to her in her research work to have
access to the academic institutions of the Southern Regional College
and also Dundalk Institute of Technology (DKIT) throughout the
course.

Reflecting on her future plans, Jo said: ¢In terms of the business,
lem at a crossroads now. For the moment | plan to let the business
settle and develop for a few years, but, in the long term, led like

to grow it further.Z

For more information: www.greenshoots-
newry.com/news/BIG%20brochure.pdf
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The Family Literacy Project is
part-financed by the European
Union®s Programme for Peace
and Reconciliation, managed

by PROTEUS for the Special EU

Programmes Body. It takes
place in the relaxed, friendly
atmosphere of the YMCA
premises in Lisburn,
County Antrim.

Most of the women taking part in
the project are single mothers in

their late teens and early twenties.

The majority left school with
few formal qualifications and
a low level of confidence
and self-esteem.

The aim of the project is to
encourage women to develop
essential skills and learn to
communicate meaningfully
with their children. The course
is structured around formal
examinations, covering topics

A scheme aimed at improving the quality of life and literacy
for single mothers and their young children is achieving

success on a number of levels.

Image: Lyndsey Graham and her son Ruari taking part in the Family
Literacy project at LisburnOs YMCA.

such as planning and drafting
formal letters, filling in forms and
using a dictionary. There are also
discussion sessions, designed
to develop speaking and
listening skills. And while the
mothers are in class, the children
are cared for in a créeche on

the premises.

Lyndsey Graham is 27 and her
son Ruari is aged 4. When her
marriage broke up, she found
herself at a low ebb.

«l was working at the YMCA

as a volunteer with children with
disabilities,Z she recalls. ¢l saw
an advertisement for this course
and thought | would give it a try.

ol am slightly dyslexic and l-d
left school with very poor exam
results. But doing the course has
made me a different person.

I have my English qualification
and | am thinking of going

on to do maths.Z

Lyndsey has also been

successful in gaining full-time
employment with a major UK
retailer, something she would
never have thought possible.

ol was never very good with
people. | preferred to get on
and do things on my own.

But | have made many friends
through the course and have
gained so much confidence.

| have no problem dealing
with people now.

elsm still doing volunteer work
and moving on to the next level
at work, hoping to become a
supervisor. ls\m now able to make
a better life for Ruari and me.Z

For further information contact:
Claire Hannah, Lisburn YMCA,
claire@lisburnymca.com



These are some of the views
of parents and participants

of the Scripture Union Border
Counties Project, which was
set up in summer 2003, with
financial assistance from the
European Unionss Programme

Image: Play and story time for the children at a Scripture Union summer camp.

for Peace and Reconciliation,
managed by Border Action for
the Special EU Programmes
Body.

Scripture Union is an
interdenominational Christian
charity, which has operated in
the Republic of Ireland for over
50 years. Working with the
Churches, it seeks to encourage
children and young people in
faith formation and development
through a wide range of
activities and resources.

*The project aims to establish,
foster and support Christian-
based, cross-community,
youth-related activities in the
border counties. It promotes
reconciliation through social
integration and the involvement
of the whole community,Z
explains Jim Donnan, general
director of Scripture Union

in the Republic of Ireland.

*There is a network of interaction
between children, their parents,
and volunteer leaders from both
sides of the border, as well as
with Church leaders from the
local areas.Z

A cornerstone of the project

is the provision of inter-
denominational, cross-
community summer clubs

for children aged 5-15 years,
using community centres,
church halls and sports grounds.
The numbers of children taking
part vary from 40+ for new clubs
to 140+ for longer established
clubs.

*As well as training adult
volunteers, the project runs
residential weekends for
teenagers, giving them an
opportunity to develop an
understanding about each
otheres backgrounds and
culture,Z says Jim. *The

longer term aim is for them to
progress as future volunteers
in community initiatives

in their areas.Z

The project also has designed
a new, well-received
reconciliation-based programme
for delivery in local primary
schools.

*The impact of the project in
local communities has been
significant,Z continues Jim. eIt
has generated increased social
integration and is providing
opportunities for building
relationships of trust

and mutual respect in an
unthreatening and fun
environment.Z

For further information email:
jim.donnan@scriptureunion.ie



Tourists and local visitors alike are enjoying the
opportunity to learn a little more about the industrial

heritage, and in particular the linen industry history,
of County Armagh when they visit KeadyOs new

Heritage Centre.

Industrial heritage

on show at
KeadyOs Old Mill

The Old Mill Heritage Centre
opened recently following a
project led by Keady & District
Community Initiatives to
refurbish the townOs Old Mill.

The project received £56,000
of European Union funding
through the Programme for
Peace and Reconciliation,

administered by Armagh City
and District Local Strategy
Partnership (LSP) for the
Special EU Programmes Body.

The EU funding allowed

the project to cover vital
capital costs of new
equipment and refurbishment
that included restoration of the

impressive original water wheel.
It is planned that the social
economy project will operate

as a community business,
establishing itself as an
excellent tourist attraction

and service to the wider
community, providing both
social and economic benefits.

For further information:
+44 (0) 28 3753 9928

Image: KeadyOs new state-of-the-art
Old Mill Heritage Centre which boasts
a fully restored 18-foot high water
wheel.

CregganOBlace in History

The history of Creggan Country
Park in Derry is a fascinating
one. The Guilds of London and
HarveyOs Bristol Cream Sherry
have unlikely connections to it.
This year, the surrounding
Creggan area is celebrating

its 60th anniversary and

the park is exploring

its rich history.

The «Step Back in Timee project
examines the history of the
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Country Park and the wider

Creggan area. The site was once

a deer park, a reservoir servicing
many of Derryes major industries,
a community-owned trout fishery
and now a water sports and
outdoor pursuits centre.

An invitation was sent to
everyone who was born 60 years
ago in Creggan. The search

is on to find the first person
born in the Creggan estate

and to reunite Cregganss
sexagenarians.

The Park runs a year-round
programme of watersports and
outdoor pursuits, catering for all
age groups and physical abilities,
as well as an active renewable
energy scheme.

The development of Creggan
Country Park was part-financed
by the European Union through

the PEACE Il extension
programme, managed for the
Special EU Programmes Body
by the Local Strategy Partnership
for the Derry City Council area.

For further information
contact Mickey Cooper:
info@creggancountrypark.com
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Ulster & Connaught Heritage Railways

Image: A team of contractors and rail volunteers work to complete a track extension at Fintown Railway in County Donegal.

A new brand - Ulster &
Connaught Heritage Railways -
has been developed to promote
four heritage railways in the
northern part of the Island of
Ireland, as part of the successful
two-year Cross-border Heritage
Railway Cluster Project.

The Giantes Causeway &
Bushmills Railway, Cumann
Traenach na Gaeltachta Lair
Teo/Fintown Railway, Cavan &
Leitrim Railway and Downpatrick
& Co. Down Railway collaborate
in the cross-border partnership.

Approximately 75% of the
projectss funding, 370,500, came
from the European Union through
the INTERREG IIIA Programme,
managed for the Special EU
Programmes Body by the
ICBAN Partnership.

The project has enabled the
railways to carry out capital
development work, including
repairs to locomotives and rolling
stock and, most significantly,

a 500-metre track extension

at Fintown Railway in County
Donegal.

«In addition to benefiting

from a collective approach

to commissioning capital
development work, the project is
enabling the small staff and many
volunteers who run the four small
railways to pool resources and
share and exchange expertise
and information,Z commented
project manager, Martin
McAndrew.

A good example of the projectes
cross-border co-operation in
action was illustrated through visits

- Projects part-financed byRhepean Union

by the experienced Downpatrick
& Co. Down Railway Society
Permanent Way team to lend a
hand with the specialized work
required to lay the points and
turning loops on the new track
extension at Fintown alongside
Lough Finn.

*Through the project we have
also run a number of training
workshops for staff and volunteers
from the member railways,
including, for example, Permanent
Way training, and in February,

a seminar on Marketing and
Customer Care,Z Martin added.

With visitor numbers at each
of the railways creeping up,
hopes are high for the future.

*We have set up a new,
informative website and have

launched a Heritage Rail Trail
brochure and promotional
campaign for the Ulster and
Connaught Heritage Railways,Z
Martin explained.

*This summer, visitors taking

the Rail Trail will be able to

pick up a season ticket at any

of the four partner railways.

And if passengers have their
season ticket stamped at all four
railways they will receive a special
commemorative print by railway
artist Deborah Wenlock.Z

For further information visit:
www.ucrailways.com
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